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Draft Law Summary by 
Selective Service 


(The draft law has been extended for four 
years, until July 1, 1963. Im the interest of 
making available information on Selective Ser- 
vice procedures such as registration, appeal, 
and deferment, we publish this series of arti- 
cles. ) 

This is the second article in the series. 

Aman classified as available for service 
may find his individual situation so changed 
that the local board maydefer him, Anda man 
who is deferred or exempt may not remain in 
that class after the conditions on which the ex- 
emption or deferment is based cease to exist, 

The classification assigned by the local 
board determines, basically, whether a man 
will enter service in his turn or remain tempor- 
arily incivilianlife. The local boards are made 
up of unpaid, volunteer citizens of the commun- 
ity, They may notbe members of the military 
service, 

The local board may require a registrant to 
appear before it and has the authority to sub- 
poena witnesses, Every registrantis required 
to submit to the board any information request- 
ed of him, 

There are five general classes with numer- 
ous subdivisions which the local boards use to 
indicate whether a man is available, deferred, 
or exempt--and why. 

Every man is considered as available for in- 
duction, in Class I-A, until his eligibility for 
some other classification is established to the 
satisfaction of the local board. 

If a registrant does not establish his eligi- 
bility for deferment or exemption because of 
hardship, occupation, study, Reserve or 
National Guard membership, or other reason, 


(Continued on Page 3) 


West Germany’s CO’s inthe News 


A recent Reuters report states that con- 
scientious objectors have been registering at 
the rate of 1,500 a year. According to the re- 
port, they will be drafted nextyear for compul- 
sory civilian work, 

Another source cites Martin Niemoeller's 
concern for rights in connection with the new 
mass means of destruction, The Evangelical 
Church leader says German soldiers who are 
conscientious objectors to the use of atomic, 
bacteriological, or chemical weapons barred 
by the Hague convention should be entitled to 
refuse orders to use them, After commanding 
a German submarine in World WarI, Niemoeller 
came to accept the pacifist position, 

Only 800 of the 101,000 twenty-year-olds 
called up to serve in the West German army 
have refused to be drafted on the grounds of 
conscientious objection, according to the 
"American Weekend", Washington, D, C, The 
German Defense Ministry told the paper that 
about 2,000 applications from conscientious 
objectors had been received by local draft 
boards all over Germany, Only about half of 
the eligibles will be called up, and most of the 
2,000 will not be affected. 

The Defense Ministry believes itis unlikely 
that more than one per cent of the boys called 
up will refuse to serve on either ethical, reli- 
gious, or personal grounds, Despite much 
earlier protest against the new German army, 
attitudes have changed since policy now makes 
only those born since 1937 liable for the draft, 

Although most of these younger men do not 
remember much of the war, Horst Schimmer, 
21, of Kulmbach was recently excused from 
military service because his experiences make 
it impossible to bear arms, After an air raid, 
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Recent Court Cases Involving CO's 


The United States Court of Military Appeals 
on August 7 upheld the conviction of former 
Marine Corps private, Peter H.Green of Evans- 
ton, Illinois, Earlier this year he had received 
a bad-conduct discharge and he was appealing 
its legality, Green, a Methodist, enlisted in the 
corps in 1956 and asked for recognition as a 
conscientious objector not too long afterward, 
He publically criticized the corps for refusing 
to release him on these grounds, The three- 
man Appeals Court upheld the conviction of un- 
authorized absence and "the wrongful and mali- 
cious publication! of two statements disparaging 
the corps, In reaching this decision, they did 
not consider his claim of conscientious objec- 
tion, but confined consideration to the matter 
of the bad-conduct discharge. 

The Central Committee for Conscientious 
Objectors reports an interesting action by 
Federal District Court Judge John C, Bowen in 
Seattle, On June 1, he dismissed a charge 
against Stanley G. Sabin of refusing to accept 
induction into the Army. In dropping the charge 
the Justice Department admitted that the defend- 
ant was not guilty of refusing induction because 
he was improperly classified, 

Robert W. Winsor, attorneyfor Sabin, per- 
suaded the Justice Department that it had pre- 
sented an erroneous legal opinion in its re- 
commendation to the Washington State Selective 
Service Appeal Board thatinsofar as the regis- 
trant was previously employed in a defense 
industry, the most that he could be granted 
would be a I-A-O classification (noncombatant 
military duty), Winsor attacked the Depart- 
ment's interpretation of the law and court 
decisions and asserted that previous employ- 
ment in a defense industry might result ina 
denial of a I-O classification, but not necessar-~- 
ily so, 

Sabin, a member of the Church of Christ in 
Seattle, was denied a CO classification by 
Selective Service because he worked for Boeing 


took the CO stand, He presented evidence that 
he left Boeing when he became aware that it 
was tooling up for defense contracts. 


News Notes 


A group of World War I conscientious objec- 
tors recently held a reunion near Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, on August9, In addition totheir 
periods of fellowship they devoted time to the 
study of nonresistance and its present implica- 
tions, 

* * * 

A comprehensive book on alternative service 
by Mennonites in Canada recently appeared in 
clothbound and paperback editions, 'Alterna- 
tive Service in Canada During World War II" 
is available through the Christian Press Ltd., 
Winnipeg, or the Mennonite Brethren Publishing 
House, Hillsboro, Kansas, The author, Rev, 
John A, Toews, is president of the Mennonite 
Brethren Bible College in Winnipeg. In writing 
this book, he spent a month of research in the 
government files at Ottawa alone, in addition 
to much other research, 

* * * 

Aformer Ohio conscientious objector atleast 
proved to be conscientious, Eighteen months 
after beginning work in a state hospital, he 
withdrew his CO claim (and his church member- 
ship) and was reclassified I-A, 

* * * 

For refusing compulsory civil defense duties, 
Laurids Larsen, a young Danish teacher, was 
recently sentenced to 22 months, 

* * * 

Robert Towner, 24, of Seattle, was recently 
sentenced to four months imprisonment for re- 
fusing induction into the Army in January 1958, 
He is a Jehovah's Witness, 

* * * 

A CO of unknown religious affiliation, Will- 
iam Basil Smith, 24, refused to report for civil- 
ian work and was sentenced to two years in 
prison, His home is in Staunton, Virginia. 
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Lt. General Lewis B. Hershey in mid-August 
left for a three month tour of Europe. While 
there he plans to visit alternative service men 
in his official capacity as Director of the 
Selective Service System, 

* * * 

Sentenced in April to two years imprison - 
ment for refusal to accept induction, Judd Van 
Orman on June 12 had his sentence reduced to 
three years probation by Federal District Judge 
Julius Hoffman in Chicago, The probation 
order provides that failure to obey draft board 
orders during the term of probation will not be 
a cause for revoking it. In order to make pos- 
sible the probation, Van Orman withdrew his 
appeal to the U. S. Court of Appeals. J. B. 
Tietz of Los Angeles was the attorney for Van 
Orman, 


Thank You ! 


We wishto express our thanks for the finan- 
cial support received from a number of anony- 
mous donors, Special thanks toone such donor 
in Plainview, Texas, for his generous contribu- 
tions! Individual thanks have already been sent 
to others who responded to our 1959 appeal for 
funds. 

Undoubtedly some have sacrificed so that our 
work might continue. One man wrote: 'This 
isn't much but I'll have to go without lunch two 
days to send this.“ We deeply appreciate this 
type of support and attempt to make our services 
available to conscientious objectors in this 
same spirit. 


Germany's CO’s, Contd. 


his mother sent him to search for his father in 
temporary aid stations. He hadto pick his way 
among the dead and dying to look for the father 
he never found, 

"TI still carry with me a picture of these 
post-air-raid horrors, whichI witnessed when 
I was only seven years old,'' Schimmer wrote 
on his application, "I could never carry a 
weapon because [1 saw too many innocent people 
killed," 


ROTC Policy Change at Maryland 
University Urged by Friends 

The Adelphi Friends Monthly Meeting, lo- 
cated near the University of Maryland campus, 
has proposed to Friends and others that they 
express to the Board of Regents their concern 


and disagreement regarding a University policy 
toward conscientious objectors, Actually, the 


policy is not expressly aimed at CO's, but in 
effect it does single them out because they can 
not possibly abide by the ruling. 

A two-year course in the Reserve Officers 
Training Corps has been made part of the cur- 
riculum by the Board of Regents. Although 
exemptions are allowed for some reasons, there 
is presently no exemptionfor CO's, The prac- 
ticaleffect of this policyis that a conscientious 
objector can not graduate from the University, 
nor can he attend full time for very long. 

Recently, when exemption was not granted 
to two young men recognized by their draft 
boards as conscientious objectors, the matter 
was taken to court. Both Kenneth Hanauer and 
Jack Crabill had completed alternative service. 
Veterans of military duty are not forced to take 
ROTC, Despite these favorable circumstances, 
the Maryland Court of Appeals upheld the right 
of the University to refuse exemption, and the 
United States Supreme Court turned down a 
request to review the case. 

Thus, the only hope for reversing the pre- 
sent policy is forthe 1l-man Boardof Regents 
to change the regulation and provide an exemp- 
tion for conscientious objectors, 


Draft Law Summary, Contd. 


he is placed in Class I-A. In the normal case, 
a registrantin Class I-A will be ordered for an 
Armed Forces examination shortly before his 
time to enter service, to determine whether he 
is acceptable physically, mentally, and morally, 
If he is rejected, he is deferredin Class IV-F. 
If acceptable, he is kept in Class I-A until he 
is reached for induction, 

All registrants in Class I-A are divided into 
categories in an order of priority for induction. 

Local boards in meeting their quotas first 
summon men who have been declared delinquent 
for failure to comply with the draft law. Next 
to be taken are men who volunteer for induction, 
Then the local boards complete their monthly 
quota by calling those Class I-Aacceptable men 
between ages 19 and 26 whodonot have children 
with whom they maintain a bona fide home, They 
are called in the order of their dates of birth, 
oldest first. The present average age of call 
is just under 23. 

Most available men are in this category and 
it is sufficiently large to meet the needs of the 
Armed Services under present conditions. 

If this category were exhausted, local boards 
would next call fathers 19 to 26, by birth date, 
oldest first; then men over 26, youngest first ; 





and finally, men 18 1/2 to 19, oldest first. 

The information submitted to the local board 
may resultin a registrant being placed ineither 
a deferred or an exempt class, 

No deferment or exemption is permanent, 
These classifications end when the conditions 
on which they are based no longer exist in any 
individual case. There are no group or class 
deferments or exemptions, No deferment or 
exemption may be assigned except on the basis 
of individual status. 

Exemptions and deferments alsodiffer. Most 
deferments extend liability to age 35; exemp- 
tions do not, Exemptions are relatively perma- 
nent, Deferments are intended to be temporary. 
They are reviewed periodically and occupation- 
aldeferments are limited to a maximum period 
of one year at a time, 

Relatively few men without prior military 
service qualify for exemptions compared to the 
numbers who, for temporary periods at least, 
qualify for deferments., 

As far as men without military service are 
concerned, the largest exempt group is made 
up of ministers of religion and theological stu- 
dents, Relatively small numbers are exempt 
as aliens or as sole surviving sons of families 
which have lost one or more sons and daugh- 
ters in service. 

On the other hand, deferments affect a great 
many men, Largest deferred group is that made 
up of men who are unacceptable to the Armed 
Forces--thelV-F registrants. Others may be 
deferred because their induction would result 
in extreme hardship to dependents; because they 
are engaged in study or occupations important 
to the national health, safety or interest; be- 
cause they are satisfactory members of a Re- 





serve component including the National Guard. 

Twotypes of student deferments are provid- 
ed, Deferment in Class Il-Sis for full-time 
students and usually is based oneither a man's 
standing in his class or his score on a special 
test given each year throughout the Nation by 
the Selective Service System. Few undergrad- 
uate students seek this deferment because, 
with normal progress, aman may complete 
college before he reaches the age at which in- 
duction is imminent. The deferment is also 
available to graduate students. 

The other student deferment, designated 
Class I-S, is provided by law to permit a man 
to complete an academic year when he is order- 
ed for induction during the school year. The 
defermentis available only once, It expires at 
the end of the academic year or when the student 
ceases to pursue a full-time course satisfactor- 
ily. 

Occupational deferments are used, for 
example, to avoid aggravating the teacher 
shortage and to insure an adequate supply of 
scientific, engineering, and technical personnel 
in the defense effort or in activities vital to 
civilian society and the economy, 

Hardship deferments require more than 
mere dependency. For instance, fathers have 
not been deferred for fatherhood by itself since 
August 25, 1953. It must be demonstrated to 
the local board that extreme hardship to bona 
fide dependents will result from induction, 

Very few qualified men pass their 26th 
birthday in a deferred or exempt status. And 
remember, if such a manis deferred he re- 
mains liable to age 35. 


(To be continued) 
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